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‘Veggie Van’ – One Nonprofit’s Response to Absent Groceries  

 
Columbus-based nonprofit Local Matters has been selected as one of just eight organizations 
nationwide to receive a grant from the University at Buffalo to fund mobile food retail efforts. 
Through the funded partners, University at Buffalo will conduct a national study to understand 
the role of mobile food markets on increasing food security and improving fresh food access in 
communities that are under-served by grocery stores. After a competitive selection process, 
Local Matters was chosen to implement mobile efforts in Central Ohio. 
  
With the University at Buffalo funding, along with support from United Way of Central Ohio 
and a Franklin County Catalyst Grant, Local Matters will launch Veggie Van this July.  
 
“Veggie Van promotes a fresh look at food access, an issue that has persisted in communities 
across Central Ohio,” explains Michelle Moskowitz Brown, Executive Director at Local Matters. 
“Our goal is to provide consistent, affordable, and convenient access to food by meeting 
people where they are – such as at church for worship, or school for pick-up.” 
 
Veggie Van will sell fresh produce and healthy pantry staple items in the Linden, Hilltop, and 
Near East neighborhoods of Columbus. In addition to accepting SNAP (food stamp) benefits, 
Local Matters will offer Produce Perks, doubling the value of SNAP benefits spent on fruits and 
vegetables. Local Matters will also provide free on-site nutrition education and cooking demos. 
Reliable access to healthy foods, as well as the knowledge and skills required to shop for, 
prepare, and cook healthy meals on a budget, are key aspects of increasing food security and 
preventing diet-related disease in our community. 
  
About Local Matters 
The mission of Local Matters is to create healthy communities through food education, access, 
and advocacy. For more information, visit local-matters.org or call 614-263-5662. 
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